





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. William Slaughter December 8, 1998 
History Department 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

>O i. North Temple St. 

Salt lake City, UT 84150-3800 


Dear Mr. Slaughter: 


In accordance with our telephone conversation I enclose a 
photocopy of a woodcut in an 1859 publication showing what is 
described to be the president’s house and the mint. I have never 
known of any illustration or drawing of the Mint and@ wonder which 
building is the Mint. If the mountains are accurate, then the 
direction should be easy. 

I would be grateful for copies of any images you have of the 
Mint and for your identification of the various buildings in the 
item I enclose. I am a numismatist and am interested in what the 
Mint building looked like. I am familiar with the coins and dies 
aS well as the issues of paper currency. 


Thank yow for your cooperation, 


gen > 


Eric P. Newman 


THE CHURCEL OF 


JESUS CHRIST 


OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 





HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT 


50 East North Temple Street 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-3800 





December 29, 1998 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your 8 December 1998 inquiry concerning images of the Mint in early Salt Lake 
City. I have identified the buildings in the illustration you included in your correspondence (see 
enclosed). Be aware that this is a fanciful rendition of early Salt Lake City and therefore the 
mountains, street scenes, spacing of buildings, and architecture are only somewhat realistic. 


Also, I have enclosed three articles about the Mint as well as an 1858 photograph of Salt Lake 
showing the Mint. If you are interested in obtaining a print of this image please complete the 


enclosed request form per instructions and then return it to me with the proper remittance. 


Do not hesitate to call with further questions. 





Sincerely, 


a sey Co. <« - ie cae 
William W. Slaughter 
Photo Archivist iS 


Ne 






ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. William Slaughter January 4, 1999 
History Department 

Cnurch of Jesus iChrist of ‘Latter Day Saints 

su. Bs. NOrth Tenple St. 

Salt Lake City, UT 84150-3800 


Dear Mr. Slaughter: 


Thank you for your interesting December 29, 1998 letter about 
the Mormon mint building. I greatly appreciate-your findings and 
the work you did to assemble them. 

The view I sent .you is from Prairie & Rocky Mountain 
Adventures (Columbus 1859) by John Wan Tramp in both the 1859 and 
1860 editions. There-is a Simikar wiew I believe, in Progress of 
the Republic (Washington 1856)/’by Richard -S. Fisher. 

I will submit your material to Donald Kagin who publishes a 
bulletin on American pioneer gold coinage and will have him send 
you any publication he uses +t for. He may ask you for a copy of 
the photograph you have. 

Your cooperation is exemplary and your expertise is evident. 





Happy new year, 


Le 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Donald Kagin January 4, i999 
38 Main osteo Now ot. 
Tiburon, (CA. goa 


Dear Don: 


1 enclose some photocopies of material l just received which 
ougnt to be of interest for publication by you in Brasher Bulletin. 

lt has been sent to me by William Slaughter pursuant to my 
request. You may order a photo for him if you wish. Copy of) his 
letter is enclosed. 

This all came about by my finding a view of the Sait Lake City 
Mint..in my ipbearys My view differed Slightiy from the view you 
published on page i83 of Your. opus . My view came from Prarie & 
Rocky Mountain Adventures(Columbus, 18584 by John Van Tramp. Your 
view apparently could come from The “Progress Got!) the Republic 
(Washington 1856) by Richard Ss. Fisher (Please confirm if that is 
COEreCt asi vou Give that date). The titie of your view Says. (Sarre 
Lake" instead of "Salt Lake City" but at tease “the right building 
can be identified now. There is no iake in ‘the pictirre’, 

Please, please, make me photocopies of the three Brasher 
Bulletin issues which I am missing. fey are Vol 3 - NOS puke 
ala: Vob. 09 A Noi au 

Please send Slaughter a copy Of your bulletin if you use nis 
material. 
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Sharon Elliott February 4, 1999 
Washington University Libraries 

Campus Box 1061 

St.. Louis, MO 63130 


Deiar Sharon: 


; Your search was fruitful. I acquired An Expedition to the 
Valley of the Great Salt Lake. Thank you. 


How often would you suggest a follow up be undertaken for The 


Papers of the Republic and the Bankers Magazine for 1849-1850. I 
will now abandon The Progress of the United States in favor of 
others. . 

I will always remember the miracle of your finding "imaginary 
moneys" for me in the title of a British broadside. 


I hope your new position is exciting. 
Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louts, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Donald Kagin February 23, 1999 
98 Main St. Room 201 
Tiburon, CA 94920 


De:ar Don: 


I am pleased that you published the views of the Salt Lake 
City Mint. which I sent. . The view or your, page?’l6G_ot the Veh. 11; 
No. 1 issue iS mow identified as prepared by Ackerman, 379 
Broadway, New York City for a book written by Howard Stansbury 
(Capt. U.S. Army) entitled An Expedition to the Valley of the Great 
Sa bt. Lake in Utah GigS2) : 

What I did not receive from you as yet are photocopies of the 
Brasher Bulletin Vol«. 3) :No.r 2.4) 29nd Vola, “NGw So cares. (you 
published my letter requesting these you must be planning to send 
these promptly. 

I’1ll see you in Colorado Springs at the ANA Summer Seminar. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 








ROM : ERIC & EVELYN NEWMAN PHONE NO. : 314 7270820 Feb. 25-1999 \Gss2orn, Fi 
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EDITOR’S OBSERVATIONS 


Dear Members, 


In this issue of the Brasher Bulletin we want to remind members of our upcoming 
March A.N.A. Sacramento meeting. Please check the A.N.A. schedule for time and 
place. Also the Oldest Pioneer will be making an appearance. We expect media 
presence to help promote the A.N.A., the California Gold Sesquicentennial! and our 
Society; this would be a good time for you to recruit new members. 

Coin World and Numismatic News have been getting the jump on our quarterly 
publication conceming news on the Central America and the Brother Jonathan 
shipwrecks. We are hoping in the near future to be able to publish more news conceming 
these shipwrecks. Also in the near future we are expecting some more information on 
Dan Owens’ Book on Westem Assaycrs. 

In the 1997 American Journal of Numismatics, T.V. Buttrey wrote an article on 
Falsc Wester Amencan Gold Bars. Mr. Michael Hodder is at this me preparing a 
rebuttal to Mr. Buttrey’'s article. Any information concerning Western Ingots or Assay 
receipts in members’ collection would be greatly appreciated for study concerning this 
topic. We plan to publish more information on this topic once both sides have finished 
presenting their cases. 

We have included information concerning an A.N.A. class proposed by A.N.A. 
Executive Director Ed Rochette. If any members are interested in attending this class, 
please contact the A.N.A. at (800) 367-9723. We need a minimum number to make this 
happen but actually we think it will be oversubscribed. 

The Bulletin has added many new members and of course we have wonderful 
support from many old-time members. We are indebted to all members and need each 
and every one of you either through your dues (which are payable now) or your articles 
submitted for publication. Once again, Jack Totheroh, Jay Roe, and Mike Locke have 
provided invaluable information. We want to also thank members Robert J. Chandler, 
VP Wells Fargo History Member, Enc P. Newman, for Salt Lake City Mormon Mint, 
and Michac! Hodder for their ongoing research in Pioncer Numismatics. Fe 

We have some innovative new ideas for the Bulletin we will be discussing at the j 
Sacramento meeting along with ways to improve quality while cutting down costs. We . 
look forward to seeing or hearing from you in Sacramento. 

We encourage all members to submit articles and remind you once again that 
1999 dues are payable now if you haven't already paid them. Remember, the Bulletin 
doesn't exist without you. 


Best Regards, 


Donald H. Kagin, Ph.D. 
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i During the week just ending men 
‘ have been at work tearing down the old 
. adobe building directly east of the 
; “News” opress-room. Now there re- 
mains nothing to indicate that one of 
the historic structures of Salt Lake 
once proudly reared its adobe form up- 
on that spot—every vestige of stone and 
adobe has been carted away and the 
little excavation in which once rested 
the foundation,has been filled up and 
¢ the ground levelled off, as if in anxiety 
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130 PROVISIONAL STATE GOVERNMENT. 


ants, and was divided into numerous wards, each, at the time of 
our visit, enclosed by a substantial fence, for the protection of the 
young crops: as time and leisure will permit, these will be removed, 
and each lot enclosed by itself, as with us. The houses are built, 
principally, of adobe or sun-dried brick, which, when well covered 
with a tight projecting roof, make a warm, comfortable dwelling, 
presenting a very neat appearance. Buildings of a better descrip- 
tion are being introduced, although slowly, owing to the difficulty of 
procuring the requisite lumber, which must always be scarce and 
dear in a country so destitute of timber. 

Upon a square appropriated to the public buildings, an immense 
shed had been erected upon posts, which was capable of containing 
three thousand persons. It was called « Zhe Bowery,” and served 
as a temporary place of worship, until the construction of the Great 
Temple. This latter is to surpass in grandeur of design and gor- 
geousness of decoration all edifices the world has yet seen; and is to 
be eclipsed only by that contemplated in Jackson county, Missouri, 
—to be erected when “the fulness of time shall come,’ and which 
will constitute the head-quarters or central point, whence light, 
truth, and the only true religion shall radiate to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. A mint was already in operation, from which 
were issued gold coins of the Federal denominations, stamped, 
without assay, from the dust brought from California. 

The provisional State government, with all the machinery of 
executive, legislative, and judicial functionaries, was in regular 
and harmonious action, under the constitution recently adopted. 
The jurisdiction of the «State of Deseret’ had been extended over 
and was vigorously enforced upon all who came within its borders, 
and justice was equitably administered alike to “saint” and Sgen- 
tile’”’—as they term all who are not of their persuasion. Of the 
truth of this, as far at least as the gentiles were concerned, I soon 
had convincing proof, by finding, one fine morning, some twenty of 
our mules safely secured in the public pound, for trespass upon 
the cornfield of some pious saint; possession was recovered only 
by paying the fine imposed by the magistrate and amply remu- 
nerating the gwner for the damage done to his crops. Their 
courts were constantly appealed to by companies of passing emi- 
grants, who, having fallen out by the way, could not agree upon 
the division of their property. The decisions were remarkable 
for fairness and impartiality, and if not submitted to, were sternly 
enforced by the whole power of the community. Appeals for 
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144 PIONEER 


Making Money in Pioneer Utah 


It was a small adobe building, hardly the most elabo- 
rate or attractive on South Temple Street in early Salt 
Lake City. Measuring perhaps 40-feet by 40-feet, and 
standing two stories high at the peak of its dignity, this 
small building occupied a prominent position in 
Utah’s territorial landscape for nearly 50 years. 

The mint, primitive in every aspect of its construc- 
tion, was built adjacent to the Deseret Store (also 
called The Tithing Store), the Tithing Yard, and the 
equally small Deseret News building. It graced a 
small plot of ground near the southeast corner of the 
present Joseph Smith Memorial Building. 
Had location of edifices been identified by 
street numbers at that early date, the 
mint would have been Number 20 East 
on South Temple Street (or, as it was 
known in those days, Brigham Street). 
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Photographs courtesy L.D.S. archives 


De) oaihal 












$10 GOLD COIN,1849 





the discovery of gold in 
California in 1848, gold 
dust became largely the 
medium of exchange in west- 
ern America, and some was 

brought into Salt Lake Valley by the discharged 
members of the Mormon Battalion, traders, and 
others on their way east. 

A person desiring to purchase merchandise or 
commodities with gold dust as the medium of 
exchange carried his gold dust in a buckskin pouch. 
Hopefully, the transaction could be made with sat- 
isfaction to buyer as well 
as to seller. But executing 
such a transaction posed a 
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ft 
would be put to the trou- fi ifpcthack 
ble of finding scales to aid 
him in his payment. 

The metal was too precious to permit guesswork 
in ascertaining the weight required to cover a given 
sum. Considerable loss was incurred in weighing, 
making it impractical. Coinage became a necessity. 

In 1848, Brigham Young proposed to issue paper 
currency against gold dust deposited until the dust 
on hand could be coined. The Municipal Council 
of Salt Lake City authorized the issuance of Valley 
Notes, also called Treasury Notes in 25 cent, 50 
cent, $1, $2 and $3 denominations, and appointed 
Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball and Newell K. 
Whitney to issue them. In December 1848, bills 
were written by hand, Thomas B. Marsh transcrib- 
ing them and one of the Elders signing them. On 
January 1, 1849, the first printed bills were issued— 
the first printing of any kind done in Salt Lake 
Valley. In September, 1849, after coins became 
available, Valley Notes and Treasury Notes were 
redeemed in coin and were immediately destroyed. 

The same year, Brigham Young established the 
gold mint in Salt Lake City, situated on the north 
side of South Temple, a little east of Main Street 
and west of the present day present Church 
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Administration Building at 47 East South Temple. 
The two-story building contained six rooms and a 
cellar. 

Coinage of gold pieces made of virgin [pure] 
gold to the value of $2.50, $5, $10 and $20 was 
commenced and continued to 1861, but more par- 
ticularly in 1849 and 1850. Engraved on one side of 
these coins was an eye surmounted by a miter and 
surrounded by the legend: “Holiness to the Lord.” 
On the reverse side were two hands clasped and the 
legend: GSC RG.” [Great Salt Lake City, 
Pure Gold”] date of the year of issue, and value of 


coin. | 


-Money, gold, in particular, 1s quite plentiful, 
brought in dust from California by the Saints. Many 
have gone west from here to the gold mines—been 
gone a year—and returned with their thousands in 
gold dust. The Saints have a mint here, established for 
coining gold, at which business one or two are 
employed a good part of the time.” * 


Subsequent to a late 
autumn interview with a 


50. 12849 well-known = mountain 
te man upon his arrival in St. 

Bea Louis, Missouri, the Sz. 

on toarer. Louis Republican  pub- 


lished the following: 


Mr. Forsyth informs that 
the Mormons raised fine 
crops this past season—an 
abundance of wheat and 
other grains, potatoes, turnips, etc., more than they 
could consume; but the influx of emigrants was fur- 
nishing a ready market for all their surplus, at high 
prices. Money was plenty in the Basin—and to this 
may be added the fact, that the 
Mormons have established a 
mint of their own, at which 
a large amount of the 
California gold dust has 
been coined. They have 
issued coin of various 
denominations, to the 
amount of 20 dollar 
pieces, 34 
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The mint was established about 1849 for convenience 
in converting into coins the gold dust brought trom 
the California mines. 


Brigham Young inspired the movement and 
Thomas Kay and James H. Barlow are said to have 
made the dies with which the gold was stamped. 
Thomas Bullock was chief clerk and active director of 
the mint during the entire operation. It was nick- 
named “Bullock's Money Mull.” Members of the 
Mormon Battalion carried the precious dust and 
nuggets in buckskin bags to the mint, where it was 
weighed and coined absolutely without alloy. No toll 
was taken of the gold. Free coinage flourished. 


All work was done by hand and 
the necessary machinery was f 
made by Salt Lake artisans. 
Gold dust was turned over to 
Thomas Bullock and then sent 
by him to Messers Kay and 
Barlow, by whom it was melted 
and stamped.>§ 

SS GOLD COIN,1860 

In 1858, Bigham Young had a new die prepared 
for coining five-dollar pieces, which had upon one 
side an eagle with outspread wings, a beehive upon its 
breast, also the legend “Deseret Assay Office, 5 D, 
Pure Gold.” On the reverse side was a lion couchant 
surrounded by the legend: “Holiness to the Lord” in 
the Deseret Alphabet, along with the date of minting. 


Twenty-five grains of gold was the equivalent of a 
dollar. The $2.50 and $5 pleces were most plentiful 
and popular and constituted the bulk of the work. Not 
many of the $10 coins were minted and the $20 coins 
were still fewer. 

The mint ceased its operation in 1860. Gold and sil- 
ver coins of the United States were appearing by that 
time in sufficient quantity to meet all demands, render- 
ing local coinage unnecessary. 

Because of their purity, the gold coins wore rapidly, 
and thus deteriorated in value, except as relics. Few of 
them are known to be in existence today [1898]. Many 
were made into necklaces, chains, and other articles of 
jewelry. Apostle Brigham Young [Jr] has a watch 
chain made from two of the $20 pieces. He had it 
made in Geneva, Switzerland while in that country 
years ago. Other coins are in possession of miscella- 
neous other persons. 

Among President Brigham Young's effects after his 
death in 1877, were a number of the coins covering all 
the denominations. In the settlement of his estate, 
these coins were sold at auction to heirs, bringing a 
premium over their face value. Apostle Brigham 
Young [Jr] secured at that time six of the $5 pieces, 
which are still in his possession.” 1.8 
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The last issue of this local coinage is dated 1860. 
In 1861, Governor Alfred Cummings forbade further 
minting in Utah. Most of the coins, however, were 
dated 1849 and 1850. 

By 1898, gold coinage in early Utah Territory had 
become but a memory. and a dim one at that. The 
old mint building was still standing on South Temple 
Street just east of the Deseret News Office. During 
the intervening years, the tny building had housed 
several different businesses. It was, at that ume being 
used as the Bikuben Printing Office. However, its 
demise was not far off. 

This uny, inconspicuous building which once 
housed an operation vital to commerce within the 
Valley of the Great Salt Lake and between infant 
western territorial communities, now commanded 
public attenton on one final occasion: when it was 
torn down in February, 1900. 

Sketches of the Mormon mint and its coin dies, 
replicas of Valley Notes and coins of various denomi- 
nation and the inscriptions upon them are interesting 
to view from a modern perspective. Mormon gold 
coins were short-lived and started going out of circu- 
lation shortly after the United States Mint at 
Philadelphia began issuing the Double Eagle (the 
equivalent of a $20 Mormon gold piece) in 1850. 

Certainly our pioneer ancestors did not presume 
to be re-invenung the wheel with their coinage. But 
when a need was manifest, these early Utah settlers— 
personified and encouraged by their brilliant and 
practical leader, Brigham Young—devised whatever 
process or practice to which their inspiration, means, 
circumstances and perseverance could give birth. 
Such ingenuity was undeniably exhibited, albeit 
upon a short-lived monetary trafficking stage, when 
unwieldy gold dust, fruit of the California Gold 
Rush, was transformed into a practical medium with- 
in the walls of a small—even then obscure, and now, 
forgotten—building simply called the “Mint.” 





1. Jensen, Andrew, Encyclopedic History of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, p. 514, “Mint” 2. Journal 
History, Oct. 27, 1849, William Appleby Journal, p. 275 
3. Journal History, December 4, 1849, p.2 4. St. Louis 
Republican, December 4. 1849 (Quoting report of well- 
known mountain man, Mr. Thomas Forsyth) 5. Journal 
History, July 17, 1898. p.4 6. Salt Lake Tribune, July 17, 
1898, p. 4, “The Deseret Gold Coinage” 1. Journal History, 
July 17, 1898. p.5 8. Salt Lake Tribune, July 17, 1898. p. 4, 
“The Deseret Gold Coinage” 
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PRESIDENT’S HOUSE AND MINT. 








